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Thoughts From Dave

The stream of cars driving out of Ithaca is noticeable these days.  Stu-
dents are wrapping up their semesters and heading home or to their place 
of summer employment.  Those graduating are facing a major transition 
in their lives.  Like these students, Bethel Grove mirrors this university 
town.  Our church experiences the loss of individuals and families each 
May and June, as those intricately involved in ministry move on.  I am 
very grateful for the many individuals who made Bethel Grove their home 
church while in town. We will miss them.

Equally so, those of us who are full-time residents experience significant 
transitions in our lives.  Children graduate from high school and enter 
a new world of options.  As in the lives of our children, every individual 
moves through various seasons of life which constantly stretch and pull 
at us. That’s the way it is and the good news is that Lord uses these sea-
sons to make us more dependent on him.

As we say good-bye to our friends and family, please make it a priority to 
say hello to the new friends in God’s family as they move into our com-
munity.  God has placed Bethel Grove in this transient local community.  
Part of our mission is to reach out to new friends during their time in 
Tompkins County through evangelism and discipleship.

We are also called to reach out to those who are rooted in Tompkins 
County for the long-term.  As we move into the summer months, ask the 
Lord to keep your heart open to the possibility of proclaiming the gospel 
in creative ways in your local community.  During these days, may Bethel 
Grove become better known as a church that displays the transforming 
grace of Christ.  Let’s pray to that end.
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When:   Sunday, June 12
	 Food is served at 12:30pm

Where:   Robert H. Treman Park
	   Lower North Pavilion

Cost:	  $7 per vehicle - 		
	  Carpooling is encouraged

Bring:  Dish to pass
	 Your own table service
	 Your friends/neighbors!

Provided: Hot dogs, 
	      Hamburgers, 
	      Beverages             	   

It is time for the Annual Meeting. 
This is an opportunity to review the 
past year and give thanks to God 
for His grace to Bethel Grove. It 
is also an important time to look 
ahead to the upcoming year and 
prayerfully plan and prepare. If you 
attend BG regularly, we hope you 
will attend this important gathering. 
If childcare is needed contact Amy 
Bach, amy@bg.org or 277-3333, 
ext. 223.

•	 Associate Pastor Search

•	 Budget Approval

•	 Ideas for Upcoming Year

BG Annual Meeting  
 Saturday, June 18

6:00pm -Dessert
6:30pm - Meeting Begins
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Dear Friends of BG:
Soon we will be seeing these lovely spring flowers in the hills above 
Thollon - wonderful creations of our Lord.

Many thanks to you for your prayers and faithful support.  There are 
encouraging contacts and I have been able to share the bible with 
some new contacts.  Our “Easter Breakfast” was a real blessing 
with 70 from a few different churches.

Warmly in our Lord,
Juanita Elwood, Thollon, France

An Interview with Zac Adams by Whit Ives
1. How long have you been part of the BG family?
     Since I was 1 year old when my family started coming, I’ve been 
around for the better part of my life. I have in my possession some 
very embarrassing photos of fellow current college students who went 
through the BG mill also, so as far back as those go.

2. When did you decide you wanted to be part of the inner work-
ings of the Youth Ministry? 
     Well, I was at Canadian L’Abri over the past summer, and Eric 
and I had discussed the idea earlier in the year. We were emailing 
back and forth, and he kept that option open, and coming back to 
Ithaca, it was pretty evident to me that God put me in Ithaca this year 
for a reason, and it was time to get to it!

3. What have been some of the most influential or memorable ex-
periences for you in working with the Youth Ministry here at BG?
     So many of the trips were awesome, the list would include DCLA, 
the Group Work Camps, the Habitat week, the Daks trips, etc...So 
many beautiful memories at all of those. I’d say though that run-of-
the-mill youth groups and drop-ins were the most impacting upon my 
person. All that time spent hanging out with friends and leaders were 
so valuable to me.

4. Did working with the youth here at BG influence your decision 
to work for CSM?
     It certainly was a part of it. I had thought about applying for CSM 
the summer before, but decided to head to L’Abri instead. Looking 
at my situation now, I’m so much more prepared for what I’ll meet in 
DC this summer. I certainly have lived a lot since last spring, and the 
internship was a big part of that growth. If anything, this experience 
has solidified even more my passion for kids.

5. What exactly are you going to do in Washington DC?
     My position will be titled as City Host, which means I’ll be one 
of a team of 7 others, and we will be assigned a youth group every 
week. Each day we will have a tight schedule containing mostly work 
at service cites (including homeless shelters, soup kitchens, day care 
facilities, work cites, etc.), which I will be leading groups and working 
with them at those cites. I will also bet taking them to ethnic restau-
rants in the area, and helping these kids to try some new, different 
and diverse things. Basically I am their tour guide to the city...if your 
tour guide was taking you through slums to work and make an impact, 
and you had no choice about it!

6. What part of your work for CSM are you most looking forward to?
     It totally sounds like a cop-out answer, but I am so pumped to be 
working with the kids. Especially since a new group will be coming in 
each week, there will always be excited adolescents running around 

for me to chase. I’ll be interested to see if I can keep step with them 
all summer! But I am so excited to be in a unique position in these 
kids lives, and I cannot wait to meet them wherever they are, and 
show them Christ through their week with us.

7. What are some of your hopes and dreams for the future?
     There are too many sarcastic and funny only-to-me things I could 
say here. However, setting aside dreams of children and owning a 
dog farm in Hawaii; my wish is first and foremost to glorify God with 
my life. I pine for the future that is in Heaven worshiping God, and 
I almost forget about the beautiful task and life ahead that pales in 
comparison. Whatever the future does hold, it will be bright because 
of the God’s light next to me. AMEN!

Housing need for the Hicks family
Over the course of the summer, Aaron and Holly Hicks, and their 
children are coming to Ithaca on sabbatical leave from  World Har-
vest Mission.  They need housing for one month in the Ithaca area.  
If anyone is able to sublet or provide housing please contact the 
church office (277-3333 or bg@bg.org).

To read more about the Hicks family, see the Global Missions pages of your church directory.



30 Hour Famine
Many of you have heard of the 30 Hour Famine before. If you’ve been at Bethel 
Grove  for a couple years you may have known, supported, or participated if 
the famine. It is an annual event hosted by the BG Youth Group in spring time 
to raise money for afflicted people around the globe. In the past few years, 
our donations have gone to various ministries in Kampala through the church 
partnership but this year we decided to direct our funds toward World Vision, 
the original creator of the event. This year we were able to request that our 
funds go directly to the earthquake relief efforts in Japan.

The Actual 30 Hour Famine event is always a great time of learning and fun. 
Our time consists of group games and competitions, hangout time, worship 
music, lessons and group discussions surrounding what the bible has to say 
about not eating and serving our neighbors. 

On Saturday afternoon, we took a trip to the Farmers Market in Ithaca. Each 
participant was given two dollars to go out and buy the food that they wanted 
to break their fast with that night. This, more than anything, awakens people’s 
hunger, with the incredible smells wafting around the Farmers Market. When 
you haven’t eaten for 24 hours, even raw beets start to look appetizing!

But all fun and games aside, the Famine is an incredible time of learning about 
poverty and God’s grace in giving people what He does. As one student put it, 
“People always say you don’t know what you have until it’s gone. That became 
a reality for me over the course of those thirty hours. I hope I won’t forget what 
it feels like to be hungry and remember to help those around the world so much 
less fortunate.” This message is a huge part of what the Famine tries to instill in 
kids. It is a sense that they are so blessed, and therefore God has given them 
tools to help others. Some other students had this to say:

“30 hours is a really long time to fast. But think about how many children expe-
rience it almost daily. We just did it one time but children do it many times be-
cause they don’t have enough to eat. This fast has helped me understand what 
it is like to not eat for 30 hours. It was a great experience!” - Rebekah Stauffer

“This was my first time ever doing the 30 Hour Famine and this event showed 
me how blessed we are in the USA. There is always someone worse off then 
you.” - Arin Caveny

“This was a life-changing experience for me. This was my first year doing the 
Famine and it has changed me in a lot of ways. I’ve learned that there are a lot 
of children out there who are starving and I can do a lot to help bring aware-
ness!” - Sara Knapp

We want to thank all those who participated in the Famine by donating money. 
The lessons learned by students are valuable, but so is the tangible help raised 
by students and congregation members. This year, we have raised more money 
than ever before in BG history - $7,265! We are excited to hear about what 
God does with this money, as well as this youth group equipped with the com-
mission to think of others above yourself and your own comfort.

THIS WEEK, a group of over 50 people (41 students) is 
participating in World Vision’s 30 Hour Famine—going without 
food for 30 hours so others can eat. We’ll experience real 
hunger for ourselves while raising funds to help with the dire 
situation in Japan.   

It’s not too late for you to support us! Every $1 we raise will be 
met with a 6 times matching grant so this is a very substantial 
way to make a difference. To donate, see us at the table in the 
foyer or visit www.30hourfamine.org/donate and search for 
Bethel Grove Youth Group to find our group. 

As this weekend approaches, please pray that God would bless 
and transform us as we “love hungry.”  
Want to help with the Famine this weekend? Call Eric at 277-
3333 or e-mail eric@bg.org.

Thank you in advance for your support!
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Events For Your Calendar

   5th	 9:30am Worship Service
	 Communion
	 First Day of Summer Program (K-3)
	 “The Wonders of God’s World”
	 Bible Study Fellowship (4th-5th)
    8th	 7:00-8:00pm Mid-Week Worship

June 5 - June 11

  22nd 	9:00 & 10:45am Worship Services
	 Hope Alive, last Sunday with two Services
  24th	 7:00-8:00pm MOPS - last meeting
	 (mothers of pre-schoolers) 
  25th	 7:00-8:00pm Mid-Week Worship 
  27th	 Recital - Sarah Toth

   12th	9:30am Worship Service
	 Visit by Renovation House
	 12:30pm Church Picnic - Treman Park
   15th	7:00-8:00pm Mid-Week Worship
   18th	Annual Meeting
		  6:00pm Dessert Fellowship

		  6:30pm Annual Meeting

May 22 - May 28 June 12 - June 18

  29th 	9:30am Worship Service
	 summer service schedule begins
  30th	 Memorial Day, Bethel Grove Office Closed
    1st	 7:00-8:00pm Mid-Week Worship

  19th 	9:30am Worship Service
	 Father’s Day
  22nd	7:00-8:00pm Mid-Week Worship

May 29 - June 4 June 19 - June 25

  26th 	9:30am Worship Service
	 Graduation Sunday
  29th	 7:00-8:00pm Mid-Week Worship

June 26 - July 2

New Arrivals
       Lily Grace and Blake Michael born to Eric 
and Alicia (Switzer) Wright on April 26, 2011.

      Ava Rae born to Adams and Danielle Hillker 
on may 11, 2011.

Church Camping Trip 
Nights of July 14, 15, 16

Chenango Valley State Park
$86 per site for weekend

3 sites still available relatively near the ones we have 
reserved (others are available further away).  Come 
and enjoy fellowship, swimming, hiking, golfing, 
boating, bonfires, s’mores, and conversation.  It is 
also possible to come out to the park for the day.

Contact Ellen Lantz (EllenL@twcny.rr.com or 
273-8109) for more information.


